
Introduction to Sex Trafficking
in Indian Country

Webinar Wednesday Series 
Wednesday, October 28, 2020

Prepared by the Tribal Law and Policy Institute 
in collaboration with the Minnesota Indian Women’s Sexual Assault Coalition

This resource was supported by grants awarded by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and
recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of
Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.

1SEX TRAFFICKING IN INDIAN COUNTRY: ADVOCACY CURRICULUM | UNIT 1 | TRIBAL LAW AND POLICY INSTITUTE | 



Friendly Housekeeping Reminders
Your control panel will appear at the bottom of your user screen. (As shown below)

All attendees will be muted during the presentation.

Use the Chat box to submit a comment to “All Presenters” or “Presenters & Everyone”

If you have a question, please type it in the Q&A box.

Please complete the evaluation survey, a link will be loaded in the chat box. The survey will also 
popup in your web browser when the session ends. 

This session is being recorded. 
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Download the Sex Trafficking in Indian Country: 
Advocacy Curriculum

https://www.home.tlpi.org/sex-trafficking

or visit

https://www.tribaltrafficking.org/sex-trafficking-
advocacy-curriculum

https://www.home.tlpi.org/sex-trafficking
https://www.tribaltrafficking.org/sex-trafficking-advocacy-curriculum


Training Agenda
•Welcome, Invocation, Introduction, and Housekeeping 
•Overview of Unit and Learning Objectives 
•“Training Expectations”—Large Group Exercise
•What Is Sex Trafficking? 
•Advocate’s Working Definition 
•Common Misconceptions 
•“Anything of Value”—Small Group Exercise 
•“No Force, Fraud, or Coercion Required”—Large Group Exercise 
•Where Does Sex Trafficking Occur?  
•Why Does Sex Trafficking Occur?
•Question and Answer  
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Learning Objectives
As a result of participating in this workshop, you will be better 
able to:

•Discuss sex trafficking generally;

•Discuss why sex trafficking occurs;

•Identify where sex trafficking can occur;

•Identify some sex trafficking risk factors; and

•Understand the importance of identifying sex trafficking myths and 
misconceptions.
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Training Expectations
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Large Group Exercise 



What are one to two expectations that 
you have for this training ? 
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Large Group Exercise 



Legal Definition of Sex Trafficking
Federal Definition (18 U.S.C. §1591(a))

(a)Whoever knowingly—

(1) in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce, or within the special maritime and territorial 
jurisdiction of the United States, recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, obtains, advertises, 
maintains, patronizes, or solicits by any means a person; or

(2) benefits, financially or by receiving anything of value, from participation in a venture which has 
engaged in an act described in violation of paragraph (1),

knowing, or, except where the act constituting the violation of paragraph (1) is advertising, in reckless 
disregard of the fact, that means of force, threats of force, fraud, coercion described in subsection 
(e)(2), or any combination of such means will be used to cause the person to engage in a 
commercial sex act, or that the person has not attained the age of 18 years and will be caused to 
engage in a commercial sex act, shall be punished as provided in subsection (b). 
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Legal Definition of Sex Trafficking
Please Note: Force, fraud, and coercion are legal terms that will vary 
depending on the jurisdiction.

18 U.S.C. §1591(e) provides definitions for coercion and other terms used in 18 U.S.C. §1591(a)

(e)In this section: …

(2)The term “coercion” means—

(A)threats of serious harm to or physical restraint against any person;

(B)any scheme, plan, or pattern intended to cause a person to believe that failure to perform 
an act would result in serious harm to or physical restraint against any person; or

(C)the abuse or threatened abuse of law or the legal process.
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Advocate’s Working Definition of 
Sex Trafficking

•Sex trafficking is the sexual exploitation of another person for 
personal/commercial gain.

•This crime usually includes the trafficker exercising power and 
control over the victim.

•Victims may not be free to come and go as they choose.

•Remember “force, fraud, or coercion” needs to be proven if the 
victim is over 18 years of age.
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Common Misconceptions
• Sex trafficking must involve kidnapping, confinement, or physical force.
• Sex trafficking must involve travel across state or international 

boundaries.
• Traffickers are always strangers to the victim.
• Sex trafficking victims are always female.
• Getting paid any amount means an individual cannot also be a victim.
• Victims are eager to receive help, self-identify, and discuss their 

victimization.
• Domestic violence is always different from sex trafficking.
• Sex trafficking always involves the exchange of money.
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Myths and Misconceptions
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Small Group Exercise

Anything of Value 
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What items may be of value to you?

Identify an object other than money 
with your small group.
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Small Group Exercise 



No Force, Fraud, or Coercion Required
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Large Group Exercise 



Review and reflect on the federal definition of sex trafficking 
provided in this resource. Why do you think this law does not 
require a showing of force, fraud, or coercion if a person is under 
the age of eighteen years?

Take a minute to think, then list possible answers in your 
workbook. 

SEX TRAFFICKING IN INDIAN COUNTRY: ADVOCACY CURRICULUM | UNIT 1 | TRIBAL LAW AND POLICY INSTITUTE | 16

Large Group Exercise 



Poll Question

Where does Sex Trafficking occur? 
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Where Does Sex Trafficking Occur?

•Private homes
•Hotels
•Casinos
•Truck stops
•Bus terminals

•Pow-wow grounds
•Malls
•Detention facilities
•Shelters
•Bars
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Where Does Sex Trafficking Occur?

•Do you know if sex trafficking is occurring in 
your community?

•Do you know where sex trafficking occurs in 
your tribal community? 

•Where do you think sex trafficking may occur? 
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Why Does Sex Trafficking Occur?
• Limited research available.

•Social risk factors may make it more likely in tribal 
communities.

•Native nations stripped of jurisdictional authority to combat 
the problem.

•Substance use and abuse can contribute. 

•Housing and family instability.

•Contemporary problem, but can be linked to colonization.
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Why Does Sex Trafficking Occur?
•Precontact Native peoples had varied traditions and some 

considered violence against women taboo.

•Colonization disrupted Native lifeways and imposed a new 
social, political, and religious worldview.

•Postcontact, Native women’s bodies were commoditized, 
exploited. 

•Native women and girls viewed as hypersexual and sexually 
objectified.
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Colonization and Sex Trafficking

SEX TRAFFICKING IN INDIAN COUNTRY: ADVOCACY CURRICULUM | UNIT 1 | TRIBAL LAW AND POLICY INSTITUTE | 22

Colonization

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/I?fsaall,app,brum,detr,swann,look,gottscho,pan,horyd,genthe,var,cai,cd,hh,yan,bbcards,lomax,ils,prok,brhc,nclc,matpc,iucpub,tgmi:111:./temp/~pp_UP96::displayType=1:m856sd=cph:m856sf=3c08467:@@@mdb=fsaall,app,brum,detr,swann,look,gottscho,pan,horyd,genthe,var,cai,cd,hh,yan,bbcards,lomax,ils,prok,brhc,nclc,matpc,iucpub,tgmi


Systemic Change to a Systemic Problem
•Contemporary sex trafficking is a symptom of colonization.

•Advocates and tribal communities must address societal 
norms and attitudes.

• Identify and dismantle systems that support traffickers.

• Look to traditional community values that can be used to 
support anti-trafficking efforts.
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Additional Resources
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Webinar Wednesday Series
1. Wednesday, October 14: Introduction to Advocacy Curriculum (90 min)

2. Wednesday, October 28: Unit 1 - Introduction to Sex Trafficking in Indian Country (90 min)

3. Wednesday, November 11: Unit 2 - Identifying and Screening for Sex Trafficking (105 min)

4. Wednesday, November 25: Unit 3 - Advocacy for Victims of Sex Trafficking (90 min)

5. Wednesday, December 9: Unit 4 - Legal Advocacy, Part I (90 min)

6. Wednesday, December 23: Unit 4 - Legal Advocacy, Part II (90 min)

 All webinars will begin at 11:00am PT/12:00pm MT/1:00pm CT/2:00pm ET.

 Register for the Webinar Wednesday Series on Zoom: https://rb.gy/rhdef2
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Questions?

• Bonnie Clairmont, Victim Advocacy Specialist

• bonnie@tlpi.org

• Kelly Gaines Stoner, Victim Advocacy Legal Specialist

• kelly@tlpi.org

mailto:bonnie@tlpi.org
mailto:kelly@tlpi.org

